THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME AUSTRALIA

IN PRIN
JUNE 2002

THE OFFICIAL UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME AUSTRALIA MAGAZINE

21st Century School of Air Launched in Broome
company had been committed to a role that
was broader than an involvement in
diamond min ing and marketing.
There are currently around 180 students
enrolled in Pathways courses at the Broome
campus. The students live in rural and remote
communities from Esperance to Kununurra.
Students studying the on-line courses will
still attend intensive study blocks on the
Broome Campus where they will meet face-toface with their lecturers and fellow students.
One of the students who will benefit from the
on-line delivery is Aaron Ward from Katanning
in the Western Australian wheat belt.

Vice Chancellor Peter Tannock, Managing Director of Argyle Gordon Gilchrist, and Chancellor
Terry O'Connor pictured at the launch of Pathways On-line in Broome.
AN innovative plan to deliver pre·
university courses to Aboriginal student s in
remote and isolated areas of the State via
the internet has been launched by the
University of Notre Dame's Broome
Campus in partnership with mining
company Argyle Diamonds.
The project will give students living i.n
isolated communities, many of whom may
never have completed secondary schooling, the
ability to study on-line for diplomas and
certificates that would enable them to qualify
for university entry.
Known as Pathways On-Line, the project is
an extension of the university's Pathways

Program, an existing Vocation
Educational Training (VET) Program.

and

It is believed to be the first time that a preuniversity level program tailored specifically for
Aboriginal students has been put on-line.
Argyle will provide up to $230,000 over
the next three years to fund the development
of the on-line courses.
Pathways programs are offered in the areas
of education and business. The majority of
the students undertaking the courses are
employed either as reacher's a ides or as
managers and admin istrators in remote
communities.

Mr Ward, a father of four who works as an
Aboriginal Education Officer at the Katanning
Primary School, said he was looking forward to
having immediate access to his tutors and
lecturers via the internet and ro discussing the
course on-line with other students.
Mr Ward is studying for a Certificate III in
Education through the Pathways Program and
plans to go on to complete a Bachelor of
Education.
"Studying on-line makes everything more
accessible and is the most logical way to go,"
he said.

Painting the Future

Dean of the Broome Campus Professor
Tony Ryan said Pathways On-Line would be
interactive, engaging, self-paced and flexible.
"At present our Pathways Programs consist
of written material presented in booklets and
studied primarily by correspondence,"
Professor Ryan said.

Aaron Ward (front) with fell.ow Pathways students
Nathaniel Pickett from Tambellup, Fiona Walker
from the Goldfields, Marvis Darkie and Donette
Yoamarie from Mu/am in the Great Sandy Desert
and NDU education lecturer Jo Shiosaki (standing).

"Pathways On-Line will enable the
students to enjoy the support and
comradeship of Notre Dame's E-Learning
community from within their own
community. In putting this program together
we are moving the school of the air concept
into the 21st century."
Managing Director of Argyle Diamonds,
Gordon Gilchrist said that since Argyle's
commencement in the early 1980s, the

Dr Patricia Kailis has purchased the
Kimberley art collection for nearly
$200,000 and gifted it back to the
Broome Campus.
Funds raised through the sale will go
towards the construction of a $2.2
million Library, information technology
and cultural resource centre.
See story pages 6-7
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Dean of the Broome Campus Reports
Notre Dame's Broome Campus is
committed to its goal of being a Centre for
Reconciliation between Aboriginal and nonAboriginal Australians. While the nation as a
whole is addressing the issues of reconciliation
in many and different ways, there is clearly a
special role for universities to play in this
regard. And for Nmre Dame to be truly a
university for the Kimberley we must make sure
our doors to higher education are genuinely
open to all, and that everyone, regardless of
race or culture, has the same opportunities to
access higher education and take their studies
as far as they wish.
Aboriginal students in very many cases have
not enjoyed the same opportunities as other
young Australians to complete a standard
tertiary-entrance Year 12. Many are thus
denied normal entry to degree studies that
could significantly benefit them and their
communities. For some, especially those who
come with good employment records or formal
post-school training behind them, we use
Notre Dame's flexible admissions approach to
look beyond thei r school records to the
personal qualities and experiences that
convince us they have the maturity, ability and
desire to succeed if suitably supported. But
others, less prepared initially, clearly need
alternative pathways to bridge between their
previous school education and what we know it
takes to cope with university study.
Such alternative pre-degree pathways have a
special place in the mission and offerings of the
Broome Campus. Almost half of our total
enrolment this year consists of Aboriginal
'Pathways' students studying nationally
recognised Vocational Education and Training
(VET) certificate courses. Because these are at
a number of levels that together form ladders of
progress, students are able to start at different
points according to background, and exit after
any of the stages with knowledge, skills and a
recognised qualification immediately useful in
rhe workplace. Importantly, those who
complete the higher levels of the ladder and
want to go further, can enter directly into the
University's normal degree programs.
One Pathways ladder open to Aboriginal
students on the Broome Campus prepares its
graduates for employment in a variety of roles
in
community
administration
and
management. Students who reach the top of
the ladder, at Certificate IV or Diploma level,
will have attained a solid foundation in
introductory business studies. Those ready for

The potential is unquestionably there.
Bringing it to realiLy is a challenge we know we
have yet to master fully. Equally, we know it is
one that all of us must continue to pursue with
vigour and imagination.

extra challenge can move straight to the
University's Bachelor of Business, often with
substantial advanced standing.
Another of Notre Dame's Pathways
programs prepares its graduates to work in
schools, supporting the work of the classroom
reacher and carrying out various paraprofessional functions. Those who complete
the Certificate IV or Diploma of Education and
want to rake full responsibility for a class may
enter directly into our Bachelor of Education
degree to become fully qualified early
childhood and primary teachers.
Having seen the first fruits of these
alternative routes to degrees in Business and
Education, we are planning now to develop
similar VET-to-degree bridges to the
University's Nursing and Health degrees.
Notre Dame is justifiably proud of its record
in attracting Aboriginal students to its preuniversity VET programs.
However,
enrolments of Aboriginal students in the
Bachelor of Business, Bachelor of Education
and Bachelor of Nursing degree programs
remain below our hoped-for targets. While the
sintation wilt doubtless improve as more of rhe
current VET students reach the upper levels of
their Pathways ladders, we are keen to recruit
other Aboriginal students directly into our
main degree programs.
Building relationships with secondary
schools, and with TAFE colleges and centre~ in
the region, inviting upper-school and TAFE
students to make use of the University's library
and other resources, and promoting the
Campus as a supportive and safe environment
will be important in this regard. We have
abundant, well-supervised and quality
accommodation on campus for degree students
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in our student housing village. Excellent
teacher-student ratios, a small and personal
campus, and a well-integrated environment
that brings Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
students together socially, all mean we can
provide the support many beginning
Aboriginal students will look for as they adjust
to the culn1ral and academic challenges of
university studies.

Tony Ryan
Deputy Vice Chancellor and Dean
Broome Campus
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Fewer Courses and More
School Leavers for Broome
THE
Broome Campus
has
undergone a major change in the
past
12
months
w ith
the
rationalization of its course offerings
and a new push to encourage local
school leavers to study at university.
Dean of the Campus Professor Tony Ryan
said the changes were necessary as the campus
developed and grew.
"Previously we had a huge array of courses but
we now have more of a fixed menu and a higher
quality offering," Professor Ryan said.
He said the University had attracted many
mature aged students but had a smaller
proportion of school leavers and it was that
group that the Campus would now be targeting
in its marketing and recruitment campaigns.
Professor Ryan said few school leavers in
Broome attended university.
"We will be targeting local students in year JO
in an effort to encourage them to continue their
studies to year J2 and then gain entry to
university," Professor Ryan said.
He said he hoped that the new university
library would encourage local school students to
see that university was a possibility.
"We are hoping that when local secondary
school students come to use the university
library for study and research that they will see
that university could be an option for them."

Professor Ryan said the success rate for
country students who attended university in
Perth was not good but for many rural students,
studying in an environment like Broome may
prove beneficial.
"We are making it easier for su1dents who
want to study in Perth to begin their studies at
Broome and when they have done 18 months to
transfer to the city. This way they get the
chance to start a university course on a small
campus close to home and therefore gain a
better foothold on university life before moving
to the city.
"We need to change the perception of
country kids that if they do want to study at
university that they have co go co Perth."

Students on ihe Broome Campus

.

New Advisory
Board for Broome
THE Notre Dame Board of Governors has
approved the e tablishment of a new
Advisory Board for the Broome Campus.
The new Board, which replaces the Campus
Board of Management, will be chaired by the
Bishop of Broome, Christopher Saunders.
It will advise the University and the Dean
of the Campus on issues such as proposed
courses, enhancing relations between
the Campus and communities in the
Kimberley, marketing and opportunities for
development.
Members of the new Board will include
Aboriginal elders, local community members,
and representatives from regional shires,
religious orders, ocher educational
institutions and health services in the
Kimberley.
Vice Chancellor of Notre Dame Dr Peter
Tannock said in carrying out its terms of
reference the Board would have parcicular
regard for the goal of the Broome Campus as
a centre for reconciliation between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians.
"It will also take into account its special
role in the service of the Church in the
region and its obligations and responsibilities
as a publicly-funded vocational and higher
education provider to all of the people of the
region," he said.

Research Fellowship to look at issues in Aboriginal Health

Denese

Pktyfurd , Broome Campu:;'s first Research Fellow.

AN exploratory research project
looking at issues in Aboriginal
health will form the focus of the
Broome Campus' first research
fellowship.
The Combined Universities Centre for
Rural Health has awarded the fellowship to
Dr Denese Playford.
It will provide funding to undertake
research in a remote Kimberley community.
Dr Playford said she would be examining
the expectations of Aboriginal people in
health care and health outcomes.

"The focus in health is on self management
and on individuals taking control. People
take control when they feel in conrrol, so I
will be looking at how Aboriginal people set
goals and how they manage problems such as
asthma and diabetes," Dr Playford said.
"Screening shows that between JO and 20
per cent of Aboriginal people have type 2
diabetes, twice that found in the general
population.
"It is a lifestyle disease of pandemic
proportions worldwide.
"Diabetes is causally related to kidney and
cardio-vascular disease, so controlling the

diabetes will influence other health
outcomes.
"I will be looking at how effectively
individuals can replace risk factors with
health factors in remote communities
"The health issue is very much a lifestyle
one and diet, stress and exercise are crucial
factors."
Dr Playford said her research had already
identified innovative responses to health
care in remote communit ies. These
included a group of community women who
planned to organize contributions of $5
towards the purchase of a treadmill so that
they could exercise indoors when the
weather was too wet or hot.
Other solutions had included plans for
community gardens to overcome problems
associated with the supply of fresh fruit and
vegetables in remote communities.
"Many communities exist on a refined
diet as they are dependent on what they can
buy in their local store. In one community
tomatoes are sold in packs of four fo r $8," Or
Playford said.
She said the results of her research were
likely to have implications for health
education and delivery.
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Outback Practicums Prepare Nursing Students
for Careers in Remote and Rural Health Care
STUDENTS in the nursing program at Broome travel throughout the State and Northern Territory to attend
their practicum in hospitals, outback nursing posts and community health centers.
They also undertake placements with the
Royal Flying Doctor Service servicing remote
and rural patients and working around the clock
from bases in Port Hedland and Derby.
Coordinator of the Nursing Program at
Broome Mary Whitty said that studying at
Broome offered srudents a unique insight into
rural and remote communities and the problems
faced in delivering health services to some of
the most isolated places on earth.
"Our students have excellent opportunities to
experience outback health care and emergency
treatments. They are placed in a range of
settings from Albany to Alice Springs.
"Some spend time with the Royal Flying
Doctor Service, others go to Aboriginal Medical
Services in the Kimberley, work with remote
area nurses or attend practicum in hospitals in
Perth, Darwin or Alice Springs.
Nursing students from Broome have also
taken part in community development projects
in East Ttmor carrying out humanitarian aid and
working in remote mountain villages where
they assessed up to l 00 patients a day.

Ms Whitty said most of the students in the
program were committed to working in remote
and rural Australia and enjoyed the unique
opportunity of studying in the Kimberley.

Nursing Students Choose to Work
and Study in the Kimberley
KARRATHA-based father-of-two
Tim Hartigan decided to study
nursing at Broome after spending
years working as a para-medic at
mine sites in the Kimberley and
on oil rigs off the West Australian
coast.
He is one of only two male nurses in the
program at Broome and finds the course
interesting and challenging.

Nursing stuaents Brett lonn and Tim
Hartigan. Both looking forward to working in
the Kimberley when they graduate.

In Principio 4

Mr Hartigan, 38, chose to study at
Broome because it was closer than Perth
and offered training in the Kimberley
where he would like to continue to work.
"Being away from my fa mily while l
study is difficult but I hope that when I
graduate l will be able to work in a
hospital close to home."
Fellow male nursing student Brett lonn,
27, is originally from Sydney and chose to
study on the Broome Campus after falling
in love with the Kimberley and with
Broome while travelling around Australia.
He said he wanted to work as a nurse in
remote communities and overseas in
developing cou ntries and believed that
studying in the Kimberley would equip
him well fo r the task.
"I have opportunities to study here and
to learn about aspects of primary health
care that I just wouldn't get in Sydney,"
Mr lonn said.
"I want to be part of the primary health
care service in remote areas and
communities. It is interesting and
rewarding work and gives me the
opportunity to travel."

Pilot Anchony Coward and third year nursing
student Rob)•n Hatherley preparingfor a flight with the
Royal Flying Docwrs Service in Derby. Studenr.s at
Broome have regular placernenr.s with the RFDS.

Model Ward Brings
Skills and Specialists
to Broome
A NEW three·bed demonstration
ward has opened on the Broome
Campus.
The multifunctional ward, which also serves
as a classroom, allows students to hone their
working and organizational skills outside the
hospi ral system.
Coordinator of the nursing program at Broome,
Mary Whitty said the demonstration ward gave
students an opponunity to familiarize themselves
with equipment and general hospital procedures in
a safe teaching environment.
She said the presence of the demonstration
ward also enabled the university to host specialist
rrnining wurb hups, for midems, graduate nurses
and other health-care professionab.
One of the nation's leading wound care
specialists, Keryln Carville from the Silver Chain
AS.IOCiation in Perth, conducted the first of the
semiruus earlier this year.
Ms Whitty said the intensive workshop,
conducted over five-days, had attracted registered
nurses from throughout the Kimberley and
Northern Territory and had lifted the profile of the
nursing programat Broome.
"I would like to encourage the medical
community to see the university as a resource in
the Kimberley and one way that we can do thi i
to provide intensive workshops with specialists like
Keryln Carville," Ms Whitty said.
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Aboriginal Studies at Broome
THE profile and importance of Aboriginal Studies at Notre Dame has been lifted with Aboriginal study units now
forming part of the core curriculum for all courses in Broome and in a number of degrees on the Fremantle campus.

John Bucknall (standing fifth from right) pictured with students studying Aboriginal Studies as part of their
Nursing, Counselling, Education or Business degrees at the Broome Campus.

Study Complements Work for
Broome Businessman
LOCAL Broome businessman
Paul Adair is typical of the
postgraduate students at Notre
Dame's Broome Campus.
He studies part-time while running a
successful retail travel franchise in town
and applies what he learns at university
directly to his business operations.
Mr Adair, 32, is studying for a Graduate
Certificate in Business and says each of the
four units in the course have a direct
relevance to his work.
"Last year I studied a program in
marketing that directly related to what I
was doing and this year I have been
undertaking an info rmation technology
audit of the business as part of a project I'm
doing at uni," Mr Adair said.
"The assignment has provided an
impetus to get out and get the best tools for
the travel agency."
Mr

AJai r'~
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business is the biggest travel agency in
Broome and one of the biggest in the
franchise chain in Western Australia.
He employs six people and said fitting
his studies around the business was
"working out well."
"My studies are business focused and
have a direct bearing on what I'm doing.
The campus is supportive and the
university atmosphere is wonderful."
Mr Adair's wife Tanya is also studying on
the campus and working at the travel agency.
She completed a Bachelor of Business
Management at Broome and is now doing

Senior lecturer in Aboriginal Studies John
Bucknall said that although the number of
Aboriginal Studies units had been reduced
they were now more focused on the specific
needs of students studying Teaching, Nursing,
Counselling and Business.
"A major thrust behind what we are giving
people in Aboriginal Studies is the opportunity
to acquire knowledge and skills that will be very
useful to them as service providers," Mr
Bucknall said.
"Often we see huge shifts in the attitudes of
students studying the courses. Often students
will say, "! didn't know that."
From next semester Aboriginal Studies
units will be offered at Fremantle and will
become compu lsory in Law, Health and
Physical Education, Communications,
Counselling and Nursing.
Mr Bucknall said Aboriginal Studies, which
is part of the School of Arts and Letters, offered
a specialized certificate and undergraduate
diploma as well as minor and major studies
within degree programs. Postgraduate courses in
Aboriginal Studies are also available.

New Business
Degree at Broome

Broome businessman Paul Adair at his travel
agency in Broome: ' ..my studies have a direct
baring on what I'm doing at work.'
a Master of Business Administration and
tutoring part-time on the campus.
Coordinator of Business Studies on the
Broome Campus John McCourt said
postgraduate students living and working
in the Kimberley were keen to study
courses that were customer foc used,
practical and relevant.
"A lot of our postgraduate students are
like Paul, they are already running
successful businesses but are looking to
further their qualifications and improve
their business operations," Mr McCourt
said.

NOTRE
Dame's
Broome
Campus has responded to the
unique needs of regional Australia
with the introduction of a new
business degree.
The new degree is broad-ranging and replaces
the old push to produce specialist graduates.
Broome Campus Business Studies Coordinator
John McCourt said the new degree would better
equip students for working in the Kimberley and
other niral and regional areas of Australia.
"Managers in rural Australia need a broad
range of skills when they are out there ninning a
small business or performing management and
leadership roles in private and government
organizations. They need to have general skills in
all areas from accounting to taxation law and
information technology," Mr McCourt said.
"It is an Australian first in offering fundamental
business studies within the context of regional
challenges and opportunities."
Four core subjects for the degree are Aboriginal
study units, considered essential for graduates who
want to work in the region.
Students wishing to study a major can opt to
spend the third year of their degree studying at the
Fremantle Campus or can study special units online as they become available.
Mr McCourt said the newdegree had received
strong support from business and community
leaders acros.s the Kimberley.
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New Broome Campus
Library on Track

Kimberley Art CollE

Professor Ton)' Ryan pictured at one of the areas proposed as the site for
the new library
THE design and orientation of a new library and
resource centre on the Broome Campus has been put to
tender w ith the final plans expected to gain approval
later this year.
The $2.2 million library, infonnation technology and cultural resource
centre is expected tO open in 2004 and will include a regional archive.
Dean of the Broome Campus Professor Tony Ryan said an extensive
community consultation process was currently underway t0 determine the
overall design and layout of the building.
Professor Ryan said the consultation process had highlighted the need
for the library and resource centre to have outdoor areas and space to
display art and other materials.
There was also strong support for the idea of a regional archive to be
housed in the library.
"We hope to establish an archive of regionally relevant material. At the
moment most of the archives reside in the Battye Library in Perth but we
hope that we can keep copies of the key materials here in Broome,"
Professor Ryan said.
"There is also a lot of invaluable material on the early missions that is
deteriorating rapidly in storerooms and cupboards across the Kimberley.
We would like to bring that together in the archive to preserve it and
make it available for research."
Professor Ryan said the Broome Campus' current library could no longer
hold the university's growing collection of books and other materials.
He said the new library and resource centre would become the
information and technological hub of the campus and would also be open
to other members of the community.
Other higher education institutions in Broome, individual community
members and local schools are expected to become regular users of the new
facility.
Professor Ryan said it was hoped that the St Mary's High school, which
lies adjacent to the Campus, would share the facility and that in doing so
students at the school would get a taste for university life.
"At the moment the University and St Mary's look as if they have their
backs to one another. Using the library as a shared facility would help link
the two instiu1tions and ease students into the notion that they can go on
to study at university."
The Commonwealth Government is providing $2 million towards the
cost of the new library and an additional $200,000 has been raised through
private donations.
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A UNIQUE project to raise funds for a new library and
cultural resource centre on the Broome Campus has been
revived with the purchase by the Governing Director of
the MG Kailis Group, Dr Patricia Kailis, of the Kimberley
art collection.
Dr Kailis, a Governor of Notre Dame, purchased the collection, entitled
Painting the Future - Gifts from Country, for nearly $200,000 and
immediately gifted it back to the university so that it could remain in the
Kimberley and on the Broome Campus.
Money raised through the sale will go towards the construction of a new
$2.2 million library, information technology and cultural resource centre on
the Campus.
The Kimberley art project began in 1997 with a plan, by Campus
Management Committee member Esther Bevan and foundation Dean of the
Campus Sister Pat Rhatigan, to encourage local people to contribute to a
new and urgently needed library.
It grew to become part of an ambitious scheme to raise more than
$lmillion through an art and pearl auction in New York driven by Dr Kailis'
late husband, philanthropic entrepreneur Michael Kailis, whose family
company, Broome Pearls Pry Ltd, is a major player in the local pearling
industry.
Members of the pearling industry in Broome were asked to donate pearls
that would be auctioned to raise funds for the new library.
Meanwhile, Aboriginal artists from throughout the Kimberley were asked
to create paintings for the auction.
The pearling side of the project stalled following the illness and death of
Mr Kailis in 1999 but plans for the art collection continued.
Sr Pat, Ms Bevan and her son Lee travelled thousands of kilometres
through the East Kimberley and Tanami Desert meeting with artists and
asking them to contribute to the project.
The response was overwhelming.
A total of 27 well-known and emerging artists including Queenie
McKenzie, Hector Chundaloo, Matthew Gill, Lindsay Haji Ali and Ruby
Walgil agreed to take part, each donating their work without fee.
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"The paintings reflect the
history and culture of the
Kymberleys and the works
are a labour of love for
Notre Dame."
Kowanboonjie, by Ruby Walgi!- 1998.

Above: History of Christianity arriving in Texas Downs Station,
by Queenie McKenzie - 1998.
Below: Rainsnake by Lindsay Haji Ali - 1999.

For many it was a way of contributing to something they believed would
benefit their children and grandchildren.
It soon became apparent that as a collection the art had a special value. It
not only had a unique story but also reflected contemporary art styles from
across the Kimberley and had been specifically gifted to Notre Dame by the
artists.
A decision was made to keep the collection intact and the search for a
single buyer of the works began. After some time, however, a buyer had not
been found.
Fearing the works would be sold individually and the collection lost to the
Kimberley, Dr Kailis, whose family had been long-time supporters of Notre
Dame, decided to buy the collection and donate it back to the Broome
Campus.
"I feel strongly that the collection belongs in the library that Michael and
I had planned to support in the firm belief that understanding culture,
communication and education, as witnes.sed at Notre Dame, form the basis
to achieve true reconciliation," Dr Kailis said.
"Painting the Future - Gifts from Country is a very special collection that
belongs in the Kimberley. Ir is a stunning collection. The paintings reflect
the history and culture of the Kimberleys and the works are a labour of love
for Notre Dame.
"The paintings were all done specifically for fundraising for Notre Dame.
All the artists donated their work knowing that their efforts would benefit
the Kimberley through the new library and information technology centre
and a resource centre for the history and culture of the Kimberley and it had
been hoped, the pearling industry.
Dr Kailis said she hoped her donation would help prompt other members
of the pearling industry to contribute to the library project either in money
or kind.
"This is a major project that will be a resource for the whole Kimberley
region as well as the community in Broome."
Dr Kailis said she believed the art collection would increase in value and
become a major asset for the Broome Campus.
The collection, comprising 35 paintings and described as one of the most
comprehensive collections of contemporary Aboriginal art from the
Kimberley, will be hung in the new library.
In Principio 7

Judging Award Brings its own Rewards for
Lecturer and Library

Dr Simon Adams pictured with some of the encries in the 2001 Premier's Book Prize that he wiU
be donating to the library.
HEAD of the School of Arts and
Letters D r Simon Adams spent
most of last summer immersed in
I 00 recently published W est
Australian books.
The task, which saw him reading day and
night, was part of his role as judge in this year's
Premier's Book Prize.
Dr Adams was one of a panel of judges who
assessed the books, plays and poetry
collections written by a range of authors from
well-known and established writers to first
time authors.

His selection to the panel was based on his
success as a non-fiction author, academic and
historian.
T he Western Australian Premier's Book
Prize is an annual award that seeks to
recognize writing of excellence.
Entries in the awards must have been
published in the previous 12 months and have
been written by West Aumalians or have a
strong West Australian focus.
The prestigious award carries an overall
prize of $20,000 and prizes of $5,000 in

each of the six categories of fiction, nonfiction, children's books, scripts, poetry and
writing for young adults.
The judges were given the entries and
asked after the judging process to donate any
books they did not wish to keep to the State
Library.
Dr Adams opted instead to pass many of
the books on to the Notre Dame library. They
include fiction and non-fiction titles and
cover topics from sports coaching to
palliative care and issues in popular culture.
The donation, worth around $2000, also
includes screenplays and scripts and a range
of self-published titles.
Dr Adams said he had been impressed by
the depth of the books and the quality of the
writing.
"Our Premier's Book Awards could go head
to head with any state-based book awards
anywhere in the world," Dr Adams said.
"It was an inspiring job as a historian and a
writer to read books that I wou ld not usually
pick up and certainly many of the books
really surprised me."
He said the task of reading 100 books,
many of them more than once, over a two
month period was enjoyable and challenging.
"There wasn't a day or a night between
December and February when I wasn't
read ing, but then I love t~ read," Dr Adams
said.

New Governors Bring a Generational Change
NOTRE Dame Graduate Toby Hicks, bankerTrevor Hunt and primary school teacher Rommie Masarei will
become the youngest members of Notre Dame's Board of Governors when they take their seats in July.
The three are the latest appointments to the
Board which is the supreme-decision making
body of the University.
Notre Dame Vice Chancellor Dr Peter
Tannock said the new members represented a
generational change and would bring a fresh
point of view to the Board.
Mr Hicks, who is currently completing his
articles of clerkship with a law firm in Perth,
spent seven years studying at Notre Dame,
completing a Bachelor of Business with a major
in management in 1997 and a Bachelor of Laws
in 2001.
He was elected earlier this year as the
inaugural president of the Alumni Association.
Mr Hum is the General Manager of Private
Bank Australia, a business unit of the National
Australia Bank, and is based in Melbourne.
His appointment comes as a result of his
community involvement and special interest in
Aboriginal education in Western Australia.
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Rommie Masarei

Mrs Masarei is a mother of three and
passionate advocate of Notre Dame and Catholic
Education in general.
During her career she has worked in Catholic
Schools, at the Catholic Education Office, the
University of Notre Dame and with the Catholic
Primary Principals' Association.

Mrs Masarei was responsible for organising
the 20th General Assembly of the
International Federation of Catholic
Universities (IFCU) on behalf of Notre Dame
in 2000 and is currently organizing this year's
A~~oda t ion of Southeast and East Asian
Catholic Colleges and Universities
(ASEACCU) conference which will be held
on the Fremantle campus in August.
Dr Tannock said all new members
were professional young people who lived
their faith.
"These are three terrific young people who
will bring a generational change to the Board.
Their appointments are part of a move by the
trustees to provide for the next generation of
governors," Dr Tannock said.
The new appointments follow the
retirement from the Board last year of
Emeritus Professor James Quirk, Mrs Rae
Neill and Ms Marylyn Rodgers.

NOA Ethicist to advise State Government
on Gene Technology
HEAD of the School of Philosophy and Ethics at Notre Dame Dr Brian Mooney will play a leading role in
guiding decisions by the State Government on some of the major ethical issues of our time.
In hi s role as chairman of the Western
Australian Health Department 's Eth ics
Committee for Genetics, Dr Mooney
will adv ise the government on issues
relating to genetic testing, stem cell
research and gene technology.
His appointment o n the newly
fo rmed committee came in to effect
earlier th is year.
'The committee has a maj or role in
foc using the government's position in
regard to new gene technologies," Dr
Mooney said.
"We are currently writ ing a report on
genetic testing and gene patenting. Our
next issue will be stem cell research and
after that we will be looking at generics
testing and privacy issues."
Dr Mooney said the committee was
examin ing ethics at the "cutting edge"
of research and new technology.
"The technology and the research is
rea lly new and really important and
every week it throws up a new series of
conundrums in the way we th ink about
what
constit utes
good
eth ical
deliberatio n," he said.

"For example, many people on the
co mmi tte e and in t h e ge ne ral
co mmunity wou ld
hav e st rong
objections to the use of gene patenting
because genes are naturall y occurring
building blocks of the human person
and as such do not "belong" to any
particular institu t io n or compa ny.
Nevertheless because governments in
other countr ies, in particular the
United States of A merica, have
allowed the parenting of ge nes it
c rea tes a range of ot h er e th ica l
problems fo r us in Austra lia including
issues of equi ty, access and justice."
H e said he approached ethical issues
fro m a sta ndpoint of "pract ica l
reasonableness" and an examination of
v irtues rather than fro m gen era l
princ iples or idealism.
Dr Mooney said it was an honour to
serve on the committee and he hoped
h is role wou ld c reate the conditions for
greater contact between the university
and the med ical community both in
Western Australia and nat iona lly.

Dr Brian Mooney: ' ... advising the Stace
Government on ethical issues at the cutting
edge of gene technology.'
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Founding Member of Notre Dame's College of
Education Receives Award
THE form e r dire ctor o f Notre
Dame's Study Abroad Program,
Brother Patrick Carey, has been
awarded a Distinguishe d Service
Medal
for
his
outstanding
contribut ion to the university.
Br Pat, a foundation member of the
University in the College of Education,
resigned as head of the Study Abroad
Program la t month to take up a position at
Providence College, Rhode Island in the
United Sta res.
Vice Chancellor of Notre Dame Dr Peter
Tannock said Br Pat had performed greac
service for che university and was a worthy
recipient of the Discinguished Service Medal.
Br Pat is a Christian Bracher and member
of the Holy Spiric Province. He was
inscrumental in securing che interesc and
support of the Christian Brothers in
establish ing the Edmund Rice Centre ac
Notre Dame in the early years of the
Uni versity.

Vice Chancellor Peter Tannock, Br Pat Carey and Chancellor Terry O'Connor pictured at the
award ceremony.

He is also well known for having designed
and coordinated Notre Dame's first Graduate
Diploma in Education program and of having
delivered the University's first lecture.

In 1994 Br Pat began doctoral studies at
Boston College in the United States. On
completion of his Doctor of Philosophy he
returned to Notre Dame and took up an
appointment as Associate Dean in the
College of Education and later as Director of
the Study Abroad Program.

"Pat set the standard that has earned Notre
Dame che respect it now enjoys as a provider
of quality education combined with quality
pastoral care and the promotion of service to
others," Dr Tannock said.

Under his stewardship the Study Abroad
Program grew threefold and now includes
over 100 students each semester from eight
universities across the Uniced Stares wich two
more programs in the planning scages.

Br Par's new pos1c10n at Providence
College will involve escablishing a program in
teacher education for young graduates who
wish to teach in Catholic Schools in the New
England region of the United States.
He said he looked forward to his new
position in Catholic teacher education and
was honored to be leaving Notre Dame with
a Discinguished Service Medal.
"le acknowledges my contribution to Notre
Dame and my enthusiasm for Catholic
universicies in general," Br Pac said.

Another Sell-out Success for Performing Arts
PERFORMING Arts students at
Notre Dame have enjoyed a run
of sell-out seasons and their most
recent production, Se x Lies and
Arson, was no exception.
The cwo one-act plays were written,
directed, produced and performed by
second year students to audiences in the
universicy's own performing arts centre The Scudio - and Fremancle's Kulcha
Club.
Course coordinator Teresa Izzard said
the season, although short, had been well
received and had showcased the
students' talent, ded ication and
commitment.
'The work ac Kulcha was the first
time that the studencs had perfor med
outside Notre Dame so it was qu ite an
exciting event," Ms Izzard said.
Perfo rmances in The Studio
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included a joint billing with a production
by first-year studencs, which also attracted
a full house.
Ms Izzard said the 23 full-rime scudencs
in performing arcs were working well and
the second year scudents were macuring
into a dedicated team of theacre anises.
The students performed ac lase year's
Fremancle Festival and plan co produce cheir
next major show ac the end of the year.
Plans are currentl y und erway fo r a
Cabaret evening early next semester with
funds raised from the event going towards
an intensive weekend drama camp for the
students.
Ms Izzard said Notre Dame's fi rsc
performing arts studencs would graduate in
2003. Some were planning to pursue
careers in professional theatre while others
planned to specialize in teaching or drama
therapy.

Notre Dame to Host Major Regional
Conference in August
MORE than I00 inte rnational and local delegates are e x pected to attend a m ajor meeting o f the region's Catholic
universities and colleges at Notre Dame in August.
The Association of Southeast and East
Asian Catholic Colleges and Universities
(ASEACCU) will hol<l irs lOrh annu::tl
conference at Notre Dame's Fremantle
campus, August 2 - 4.
The theme of the conference will be
renewing comm itment to the mission of
Catholic universities through academic,
adm inistrative and student reform.

Vice Chancellor of Notre Dame, Dr Peter
Tannock said the conference was "very
significanr for the Universiry" and would
provide Notre Dame with a good opportunity
to work with 45 universities and colleges in
the region.
Organiser of the event Rommie Masarei
said the conference aimed to facilitate
friendship and relationships between

Members of the ASEACCU conference committee for Notre Dame; (front from left) Sara
Mathieson, Kevin Casey, ]anny O'Connell, Fleur Hull, Matthew Keogh, Rob Corr, Dan McGinty.
(Rear L-R): Cameron Gardiner, Patricia Rangel, David McLean, Rommie Masarei, Maneesha
Michalka, Martin Philpott and Linda Back. (Missing from the photo are: Carlos Correia, Simon
Adams and Karen McLean).

Alumni News
The work of the Alumni Committee continues unabated since our last
update. The Alumni Committee has been working hard, and is now
slowly starting to see the results of the work put in so far. In the past
few months we have held functions for both Business and Law alumni
that were well supported.
The focus of the group in the early days
has really been to establish a strong
foundation for the Association, ensuring
that the future is built upon a solid base. In
the last few months we have established
active Alumni Clubs in both Thailand and
the USA, as well as seeing the number of
active alumni in Perth and Fremantle grow
steadily. We are thankful for the support of
the people in these countries.
The work continues in developing active
networking opportunities between alumni
in similar careers, as well as offering them
access to guest speakers from here and
around the world in a wide range of fields.
Community service opportunities also

remain a key focus, and we are please to
announce an imminent relationship with
Ronald McDonald House. For more
information visit ou r web site at
www.alumni.nd.edu.au, or contact our
Community Service representative, Leticia
Jennings at ljennings@nd.edu.au.
The other main focus of the Committee
is to keep a high social interaction between
past students. There are several different
social events in the pipeline and we
encourage all Alumni to keep informed by
visiting the website and to become
involved in these events.

John Camey - Treasurer

Catholic universities in the region and to
provide an opportunity to discuss issues and
problems confronting Catholic higher
education.
"It will also enable Catholic university
leaders and students to familiarize themselves
with the traditions, contemporary conditions
and future directions of the Church and
Catholic higher education in Australia," Mrs
Masarei said.
She said all delegates would get the chance
to gain fi rst hand experience of Australian life
with an Australian barbecue breakfast and an
invitation to dinner with local host families.
The Papal head of the Church in Australia,
the Apostolic Nuncio, will welcome the
delegates at the official opening of the threeday conference.
A delegate from each country is being
asked to bring a litre of water to fill a font that
will be used in the renewal of Baptismal vows.
Keynote speakers at the conference will
include the Dean of Business at Notre
Dame, Ind iana Professor Carolyn Woo,
President of Ateneo de Man ila in the
Philippines, Father Ben Nebres and the
director of the Edmund Rice Centre at
Notre Dame Professor Peter Hamey.

Nursing Scholarships
from the Sisters of
St John of God
THE Sisters of St john of God will
provide up to four scholarships
for Aboriginal students studying
nursing at the Broome Campus.
Each of the scholarships will be worth up to
$10,000 a year and will contribute to the costs
associated with course fees, board and lodging,
books and related learning costs and return
travel to the student's community at semester
breaks.
The first Sisters of St John of God
Scholarship - Broome, will be awarded this year.
Director of Development at Notre Dame
Linda Back said the scholarships were generous
and a "wonderful way to encourage students to
study in the Kimberley."
"The Sisters of St John of God have a long
history of providing health care in the
Kimberley and it is fantastic that rhey have
chosen to continue their mission in this way,"
Ms Back said.
"They have had a major input into the
development of the Broome Campus and
continue to support the campus and its
students."
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Notre Dame Sporting
Teams Qualify for
University Games
NOTRE Dame has enjoyed a good
run in this year's intervarsity
sporting fixtures with two teams
from Notre Dame qualifying for the
National University Games in
Adelaide later this year.
The men's water polo team and the Australian
Rules football team have both qualified after
winning their respective competitions.
Student Affairs Officer for Notre Dame David
McLean said around 100 students from Notre
Dame were involved in this year's intervarsity
competition and all were enjoying the chance to
showcase the university's sporting prowess.
"We have performed very well this year,
particularly when you consider that we are up
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Members of Notre Dame's intervarsity basketball and mixed wuch cham/>ionship squads pictured with
David McLean (standing far right) at Edith Cowan Uniq,'ersity.
against universities five times our size and many,
like the University of Western Australia, have
existing sporting clubs," Mr McLean said.
"We have beaten the other universities against
all odds and the students have enjoyed the
challenge."

The intervarsity competition involves all
of the universities in WA and includes
competitions in 15 sports from netball to
water polo.
Notre Dame has fielded 14 teams in the
competition.

Graduation
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